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MOUNTAINS AND GLACIERS IN WEST 
GREENLAND 

BY H. N. PALLIN 

REENLAND is a country of mountains and glaciers. Both 
are concentrated chiefly along the coasts, as the greater 
part of the interior of Greenland is covered by the in

land ice, which presses down the country with its weight, so 
that it probably does not as a rule attain ~ny considerable height 
beneath the ice. However, by way of numerous glaciers, the 
inland ice has an outlet to the sea through valleys in the coastal 
mountains. This flow of ice takes place to its greatest geo
graphical extent in the Upernavik and Thule districts in the 
N.W., where for long stretches the ice-cap debouches straight 
out into the sea. 

• 

From the mountaineering point of view, Greenland can be 
divided most simply according to the accessibility of the various 
parts. For a somewhat summary division the N. coast from 
Cape York to the N.E. rounding may be considered a special 
district (the Thule district), and the E. coast be divided in to two 
districts, one from the point last mentioned to Scoresby Sound 
(the Franz Josef district), and the other from Scoresby Sound 
to the region of Cape Farewell (the Scoresby district). These 
three districts are difficult of access, the first two even very 
difficult. The most southerly part of the last-mentioned district 
should be included in a special Cape Farewell district, which 
would then comprise parts of both the E. and the W. coasts. 
The boundaries might appropriately be drawn from Lindenows
fjord on the E. coast to Ivigtut on the W. coast. On this latter 
coast it may suffice to indicate reckoning from the S. a district 
bounded by Ivigtut Ritenbenk (Egede district), a district 
bounded by Ritenbenk Proven (Umanak district), a district 
from Proven to Devil's Thumb (Devil's Thumb district), and 
a district from Devil's Thumb to Cape York (Melville district). 
In many respects this division is arbitrary, but may give a certain 
order to the geographical conceptions seen from the mountaineer
ing point of view. The areas indicated vary exceedingly in 
character, both in themselves and especially in relation to one 
another. 

Greenland's highest mountain, ' The l\1onarch ' (4016 m.), is 

• 



MOUNTAINS AND GLACIERS IN WEST GREENLAND 191 

found on the E. coast within the Scoresby district. The highest 
mountain hitherto known on the W. coast (a nameless peak of 
2310 m.) lies in the Umanak district. The mountains most 
suitable for mountaineering will probably be found in the Franz 
Josef, Cape Farewell and Umanak districts. Glaciers are met 
with during mountain climbs within the Scoresby and Melville 
districts. They are often of giant size, but otherwise of normal 
type. A number of them flow down to the sea and calve there. 
As an ex:ample of a glacier coast may be cited the Melville district, 
where, in seventy places of a total length of 300 km., the 375 km. of 
coast between Cape York and Wandel Land consists of the edge 
of the ice-cap running direct into the sea, or of glaciers flowing 
from it. On more than half of this stretch, however, the ice 
may be considered stationary, while the remainder consists of 
productive glaciers. Seven of the latter are at least 10 km. in 
width. Glaciologically, however, the inland ice, or the ice-cap, 
which covers the whole of the interior of Greenland, attracts 
interest overshadowing everything else. 

The loftiest mountains in Greenland and their actual heights 
can hardly be said to be fully ascertained, even within the better-

. known districts. This applies, e.g., to the Cape Farewell distric~, 
where heights above zooo m. occur in several places, but where 
it cannot be considered that there is yet sufficient certainty as to 
what is to be found there and the actual heights. This is very 
much more the case with the lesser known parts of Greenland. 
A complete investigation can hardly be expected until the official 
mapping, now in progress, has advanced so far that sufficient 
material shall have been obtained for forming an opinion on the 
matter. The excellent new maps of parts of W. Greenland 
which the Geodetic Institute in Copenhagen has issued already 
show, inter alia, the highest mountain areas within the Umanak 
district, and in that respect have proved of great value. Un
fortunately, however, the preparation of such map material of 
Greenland in its entirety must take a very considerable time, not 
to mention the expense in connection therewith. 

On the whole it may be said that the W. is considerably easier 
· of access than the E. coast. As the first ascents of the highest 

peaks on the latter coast are now practically completed, it may 
probably be expected that the W. coast will attract increased 
interest. It cannot be predicted to what extent the Greenland 
authorities may grant permission for visits for mountaineering 
purposes. In the first place, space is often extremely limited on 
the official vessels, which are the only ones carrying passengers to 
Greenland. 
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The equipment of a climbing expedition is, of course, generally 
dependent to a considerable extent on the conditions in the 
country to which it intends to go. This applies not least to 
Greenland, where both the communities and the wilds are very 
different from those in other countries. There are no hotels or 
inns, and in the summer all journeys of any distance must be 
made by boat, usually motor-boats, for the loan and use of which 
one is entirely dependent on the goodwill of the authorities. 
The assistants and porters are Eskimos who generally do not 
understand a word one says ; for equipment and provisioning 
one has to rely entirely on what one can take from the home 
country. There are thus a good many things to bear in mind 
if one wishes to undertake mountain expeditions in Greenland. 

During my visit to this country in the summer of 1936, for 
other purposes, I made several lesser ascents affording some 
experience in the matter of such undertakings in W. Greenland. 
To illustrate such ascents I will describe a couple below. My 
real object was, however, to study the structure of the country 
and the polygonal markings. 

When I ~eft Copenhagen I was so equipped that at the first 
suitable opportunity I was immediately able to make expeditions 
for the purpose of mountain ascents. As I knew from descrip
tions of Alfred Wegener's expedition, there \Vere particularly high 
mountains in the U manak district, and from Dr. J. Georgi of 
Hamburg, who took part in this expedition, I had received more 
detailed information about the district, I decided to undertake an 
ascent during the four days that the s.s. Hans Egede was to re
main at Umanak. After I had procured the new maps of this 
region in Copenhagen and had been advised by Dr. M. Porsild 
of Godhavn to visit the Nugssuaq peninsula for my scientific 
purposes, my plans became more definite. I decided tg try to 
ascend the highest mountain on this peninsula, which was at the 
same time the third in order within that region, meanwhile making 
observations of the structure of the country. As this mountain, 
2237 m. in height, is rather remotely situated far within the 
peninsula, it was necessary to use my time well. 

While we were still lying in Baffin Bay, I therefore telegraphed 
to the Colon£bestyrer in Umanak, requesting that he would place 
a motor-boat and two men with their own provisions for four 

, days at my disposal, immediately on our arrival at Umanak. As 
I had in any case to pay in full for my food on board during my 
absence, I got the steward to pack my own personal provisions 
and the necessary reserve provisions for the Greenlanders, who 



MOUNTAINS AND GLACIERS IN WEST GREENLAND 193 

usually finish the stores they bring with them long before the 
estimated time. 

At 1s.oo on July 26, I left Umanak harbour by motor-boat 
and went with my two men across to Kuk on the N. coast of 
Nugssuaq, where we landed after I! hours' journey, whereupon 
the motor-boat returned to Umanak. I carried two ~ents, the 
largest of which I set up on the coast and established a base camp. 
The tent was mosquito-proof, which was extremely necessary, as 
the plague of mosquitoes and flies was very great here. To cheer 
up my two Greenlanders I had coffee made and offered them some 
food. After that we all three shouldered our loads and started up 
towards the mountains the same evening to establish a high 
fjeld camp for two men as far in the inter~or of the country as 
possible. 

At Kuk a valley opens southwards into the Nugssuaq peninsula. 
Farther in it divides into two branches, the eastern one being 
deep, winding and narrow and containing a glacier, and the 
western one rising to a gradually sloping plateau, on the upper 
part of which I decided to establish my operations' camp near 
the edge of the extensive plateau glacier, the northern edge of 
which was there and, according to the map, appeared to run 
southwards straight towards the peak I thought of ascending. 
Immediately inside this ice-edge, but more to the E., the Kuk 
valley was blocked by a basalt ridge, about 1700 m. in height, 
running from E. to W. I had thought I could reach the edge of 
the snow the same evening to be sure of water, but it did not 
prove advisable to go so high. We halted at 22.00 and pitched 
camp at a height of about 8oo m. where a patch of snow afforded 
us the necessary water. I put up a tent here which was the 
starting-point for the following days' excursions. After we had 
had a meal Bronlund, one of my two men, was sent back to the 
coast. ~The remaining Greenlander, Martin Hammud, spoke 
only Greenlandic, and all our conversations were therefore 
carried on in the language of signs, but Martin seemed to under
stand that language pretty well and even developed no small 
measure of humour in it. He borrowed one of my sleeping-bags 
and made himself cosy. 

The view over Umanak fjord from this terrace was one of the 
most magnificent I have seen. Above the wide waters of the 
fjord rose a grand Alpine landscape. On the surface of the pale 
turquoise-blue water floated innumerable icebergs, looking from 
up here like the white sails of a squadron of pleasure yachts. 
The icebergs were calving unceasingly in the great summer 
heat, and the roar of the calving sounded like the cannonade 
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from a naval battle. The midnight sun, no longer seen in · 
Umanak, illuminated our tents with its pale light all through 
the night. 

The next day vve started at 09.30, in weather which was 
absolutely calm and clear. We went over a shallow depression, 
at the bottom of which ran a stream, flowing by a roundabout 
way from the plateau glacier towards which we were making our 
way. We reached its edge by way of a stony fjeld slope. The 
ice-foot was so steep and high that we were obliged to put on 
crampons to get up it. Farther on, the field sloped slightly 
upwards and the loose snow reached up to our ankles. Here 
and there it was intersected by cracks a decimetre in breadth, in 
which small streams rushed down towards the edge of the glacier. 
After crossing this ice-field for about an hour we discovered that, 
although according to the map it should lead us right up to the 
high peak, it suddenly came to an end after we had marched some 
kilometres and was succeeded by a gravel plain rising almost 
imperceptibly to a low terrace-shaped hillock in our road. What 
is more, this plain was covered at intervals of a couple of metres 
with magnificent stands of poppies in full bloom. To the W., 
Quilertinguit ( 1968 m., climbed by Whymper in 1872) reared 
its basalt crest, and in the E., stretching eastwards, rose the 
obstructing ridge referred to previously, the highest peak 
of which was marked on the map as 1675 m. in height. 
From the crown of the flat hillock we saw due S. the mou.n
tain which was our goal. It rose like a tremendous snow dome 
bordered with overhanging drifts from which ran mighty 
glaciers in various directions. Access to the top appearing to 
be safest from the E., I therefore continued across the plain, 
which began to slope more and more steeply towards the S. 
and finally dropped down into an E. to W. valley filled with 
a very broken glacier which obstructed our way. 

I saw immediately that I could not risk crossing this glacier 
alone with Martin, as he was quite unused to glaciers and did 
not unde.rstand a word I said. The prospects for the ascent 
therefore looked black. It was now 14.00, and I decided to go 
up to the top of the 1675 m. ridge to obtain a view of the land
scape. An hour later we stood on its westernmost peak and then 
followed the ridge eastwards over the alternating pointed summits 
and flat plateaus, right up to its easternmost point, where it 
dropped sheer into the glacier-filled ravine of the Kuk valley. 
In this way I obtained an excellent survey of the country and 
all the points of the problem became clearer. The glacier 
blocking our way swung farther up towards the S. and there 
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joined the great central peak of the ice-field. It could be cir
cumnavigated there without any difficulty and, after that, the 
way to the summit was clear. A number of other observations 
were also made here of details not shown on the map. The day 
was gone, however, and we returned from the easternmost point 
of the ridge at 17 .oo, arriving at the camp again at 21 .oo 

The following day, July 28, ·we started at o8.oo in the most 
glorious weather. The road to the summit was now so well 
known to me that I could have gone there even in a fog. We 
went the same way as before across the snow-field and the plains 
to the S. of it, and then turned to the E. between the ridge 
ascended the previous day and the glacier which had obstructed 
our way. We crossed a projecting spur of the latter and then 
went towards its upper eastern end, which extended right up to 
the watershed of the valley. This valley then descended sharply 
down towards the E. and joined the Kuk valley. The obstruct
ing glacier and its n eve area had an outflow in this direction also . 
The whole of this circuitous march to reach the eastern side of 
the main peak was therefore over very swampy ground, where 
streams rustled for kilometres over the stones. 

At 13 .oo we had reached the actual foot of the mountain, at 
a height of about r6oo m., and began to ascend a stony fjeld-slope. 
Then we followed a steep snowdrift above, which was a terrace 
with a few small tarns. At the western edge of this terrace, at 
a height of r8oo m ., we reached the snow, which extended like 
a vast dome over the whole mountain. On the terrace there were 
sparse nieves penitentes. 

At first the snow slope had a fairly considerable and somewhat 
obstinate inclination, but gradually this moderated, and the 
summit consisted of a large oval-shaped plateau with its longi
tudinal axis in an E. to W. direction, and of a mean diameter of 
about I km. We reached its centre at 15.00. Owing to the 
height and the plateau-like summit, the view below was very 
limited and, to obtain a complete survey of the surroundings, we 
were obliged to cross the plateau several times. The outlook to 
the S. was of particular interest. Through the whole of the 
Nugssuaq peninsula runs an enormous valley, 160 km. in length, 
and we could clearly see this colossal furrow, surrounded as it 
was by a fantastic 'vild Alpine world too long to try and describe 
here. This can also be said of the other surroundings of the 
fjeld. To the W. lay its most dangerous competitor in height. 
To the N. the summit fell sharply down into a niche-shaped 
valley, with mountain flanks on both sides edged with tremendous 
overhanging drifts. 

• 
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A piercingly cold wind was blowing up here, and the tem
perature was 5° C. During the whole day the heat had been so 
oppressive that I had worn only a thin cotton shirt on the upper 
part of my body, and Martin had perspired terribly in his sealskin 
trousers. Up here we had to put on all the warm garments we 
had with us as well as thick gloves. Martin borrowed a 
wind-proof coat from me ; I myself wore the ' sausage skin ' 
typical of Greenland, i.e. a cotton anorak, as a protection against 
the wind. 

After stopping on the plateau for about an hour we were 
obliged to start on the return journey. We took approximately 
the same way back and reached the tent at 22.00. I had given 
orders to Bronlund to come up to the upper tent that evening to 
help us to carry our things down to the coast. We had seen him 
there when we were on the last ice-edge, but on our return to 
the tent a little later the wait had been too long for him and he 
had returned to .the coast camp. In order to catch the motor
boat there and to get to the Hans Egede before she left Umanak 
again, it was necessary to manage without Bronlund. After 
eating a little food, we went to bed at 23.00, got up again 
at 03 .oo, packed all our baggage, divided it into two equal 
loads, and went down to the coast with them. Our motor-boat 
was already lying there waiting, and as soon as the coast camp 
had been struck, we returned to Umanak, which we reached 
just in time to get on board the vessel before she set off to 
theN. 

I had also intended to make some attempts at ascents within 
the high mountain massif in the northern part of the Umanak 
district on Qioqe and Akuliaruseq peninsulas, but it proved 
impossible to find time for it. The highest summits here 
appeared to be very difficult of ascent. For the most part they 
rise up perpendicularly from the talus formations at their feet. 
They are so steep as a rule that the snow does not lie on them. 
Probably only the best part of the summer, i.e. approximately 
the period between July 20 and August 20, will be suitable for 
ascending those mountains. Judging from the observations I 
could make with glasses in good weather conditions, while I was 
passing in a vessel on a couple of occasions, the routes for 
possible ascents should be chosen from the S. Here there are 
worthy goals for modern mountaineers. 

From Umanak I proceeded by the Hans Egede northwards 
to Proven, where the vessel turned. Thence I continued my 
journey to the N. by the coast schooner Sigrid to Upernavik . 

• 
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The dominating mountain in that district is Sanderson's Hope, 
1030 m. in height, of old a sailing mark for whalers in Baffin Bay, 
and nowadays for seafarers to U pernavik. In Greenlandic the 
mountain is called Kaersorssuak. It lies in the western part of 
the island. So far as I know, the mountain was ascended for 
the first time on August 30, 1886, by C. H. Ryder and his 
two companions Block and Ussing, during the 1886- 87 expe
dition to N.W. Greenland. It was also ascended in 1934 by five 
members of the British expedition under the leadership of 
Longstaff and W ordie.1 I did not climb this already well
known mountain myself, but instead crossed the somewhat 
considerable island in various directions, in search of polygonal 
markings, and climbed a couple of the lower peaks in the eastern 
part of the island bordering on the picturesque ' Sorte Hul ' 
(Black Hollow). There are about a dozen lakes of various sizes 
on the island. The place where I landed was on the S.W. part 
of the island, and I went on board the motor-boat again on the 
N. side, after having gone through the pass which traverses the 
island and at times in winter is used as a sledge-road when the 
ice off the island is unsafe. The descent towards theN. is terribly 
steep, however, and all the dog-drivers on the coast who had 
driven through this pass employed very forcible epithets about it. 
However, it presents no difficulties to a mountain climber. Only 
in the upper part of the pass where a lake occupies the entire 
width of the valley is it a trifle troublesome to get past, but not 
difficult in any way. One crosses alternately stone and snow
fields sloping sharplY. down towards a little rocky bay in the N., 
the only accessible point in this part of the N. coast of the island, 
which consists entirely of precipitous mountains. 

I made a long motor-boat journey to the districts N. of 
Upernavik in company with J. Bjarnow, the district medical 
officer in Upernavik. Our goal was Melville Bay, which is 
usually inaccessible in the summer. There, as on Devil's Thull).b, 
Holms Island and Nugssuaq (z) 2 and on a number of small 
islands, I had the opportunity to make ascents. The whole of 
this journey, which lasted sixteen days, was favoured by sunshine, 
absence of wind and unusually good ice conditions, otherwise it 
could not have been carried out. 

1 A.J. 47· 49 sqq. , illustrated. 
2 The name Nugssuaq means ' The great point,' and is m et with in several 

places in Greenland. On the W. coast the Nugssuaq (1) on Umanak, referred 
to previously, and the Nugssuaq (2), N. of Upernavik n ow in question, are 
of chief importance. To distinguish between them I have designated them 
1 and 2 respectively. . 
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The ascent of the mountain lying far to the N. in the Cape 
Seddon country, in the central part of Melville Bay, was most 
interesting. As also subsequently on Holms Island and 
Nugssuaq (2), the first task was to decide which mountain was 
highest. In fine weather one can get an idea of this even at a 
distance, but it is not so easy to determine it with certainty. This 
calls for reconnoitring. We anchored by the point farthest inside 
the bay, which runs into the Cape Seddon country from the S., 
on the evening of August 8, and made an extensive reconnaissance 
the same evening, during which we ascended the peaks in the 
interior of the country on the N. While doing this, we had an 
opportunity of deciding which peak was highest in that district. 
It lay to the S. of the valley running eastwards from the harbour, 
over the northern ridge of which we passed. The highest point 
on the northern ridge was about soo m. in height. We returned 
to the boat by way of the above-mentioned longitudinal valley. 

Although we did not get back to the motor-boat until 04.00, 
we decided nevertheless to ascend the highest peak on the 
following day. Dr. J. Bjarnow and I started from where the 
boat was lying at 14.30 with this object in view. We followed 
the S. coast of the Seddon country along the northern side of the 
glacier which falls into the inner part of Seddon Bay. This 
caused us to pass the peak we were to have climbed, and instead 
we ascended the next peak lying to the E., which was lower than 
the one intended, but which penetrated so far into the ice-cap 
that it was possible to obtain a far better survey of the parts of 
the district lying nearest to the Seddon country. 

The cause of our mistake was not inexplicable. While proceed
ing along the ridge to the E., we had at one point to cross a short 
transverse ridge. On reaching its summit we suddenly caught 
sight of two polar bears at a distance of about 700 metres. The 
presence of some freshly-gnawed seal bones high above the coast- · 
line had puzzled us earlier in the day, but the presence of bears 
so high up in the fjeld had not occurred to us. Luckily the 
doctor had a Mauser and five cartridges with him, but unfortu
nately the sight of the bears aroused in him such hunter's zest 
that .he forgot entirely all about mountaineering and started off 
like a madman to get at the tempting prey. The bears, which 
were a she-bear and a year-old cub, calmly went on across the 
ridge in the N. and disappeared from our sight before the doctor 
got within shooting range. I then managed to get him back to 
the route and mountain-climbing, but in the excitement caused 
by the appearance of the bears we had gone too far to the E. on 
the somewhat flat fjeld, and in that way had reached the shallow 
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depression which lay between the highest peak and the one lying 
neatest it to the E. 

After detailed and careful observations of the ice-cap and its 
nunataks, we turned back from this easterly point, which was 
950 m. in height, and then ascended the highest peak, which we 
reached at 23.00. Its height was 975 m. It proved quite 
correctly to be the. highest point in the Cape Seddon district. A 
peak farther in the interior of the Seddon country was, however, 
practically of the same height. In the Sverdrups country lying 
immediately to the N. of Cape Seddon there were peaks which 
were higher. 

We stopped at the summit for a couple of hours to enjoy the 
unique spectacle. It was the second view in Greenland which I 
shall never forget. The first was from the terrace of our fjeld camp 
at Umanak. The whole of the lVIelville coast was visible here 
in the N ., right a'vay to Cape York, dimly seen like a blue mist 
in the far W. The horizon of the ice-cap stretched in an 
immense arc from this point towards the N., E. and S., until it 
was lost among the coast mountains down towards Devil's Thumb. 
In the light of the midnight sun the tremendous fissures in the 
ice looked as if they had been ruffles caused by an icy wind. To 
the N. the peak ran down almost perpendicularly and even 
overhanging in parts. Blocks which we threw down into the 
depths seemed as if they would never give any answer. By 
means of the observations from the peaks· 've had now ascended 
under the most favourable weather conditions imaginable, we 
were able to complete the investigations into the natural con
ditions in Melville Bay, which were the objects of our journey. 
The results of these show that up here the ice-cap has receded 
and diminished by several hundred square kilometres, so that in 
places the coast-line is quite different from what it was formerly. 
Strangely enough we could also observe in the N.E. a faint shadow 
like a landfall above the ice-cap in the direction where, for several 
reasons, I had thought I could assume the presence of ice-free land. 

We had thought of hunting the two polar bears on the way 
back. We had seen them again at a distance when ascending 
the first of the two peaks, but after that they had disappeared 
completely. We returned across some of the flat summits to 
the W. in the ridge on which the highest peak was situated and 
which bordered the southern side of the longitudinal valley 
running from E. to W. This delayed us somewhat, and we did 
not arrive at the boat again until 04.30. 

We made no more ascents at Cape Seddon, nor was there 
anything further of interest to do there from a climbing point of 
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view. Owing to the limited time at our disposal, we were not 
able to penetrate farther to theN., which the ice conditions would 
easily have permitted. Otherwise a visit to Cape Walker, 
situated at the innermost angle of Melville Bay, appeared 
particularly attractive. From the peaks we ascended it gave the 
impression of being a complete little Alpine 'vorld in miniature, 
with peaks of 1200-1400 m. and numerous glaciers. After yet 
another day's visit at Cape Seddon, we again turned our steps 
southwards. Unfortunately during my stay at Devil's Thumb 
some days later ' The Thumb ' lay for the most part in mist. I 
could not therefore risk an attempt to ascend it accompanied 
by but one Greenlander. During Longstaff's and Wordie's 
previously mentioned expedition in 1934, the interesting ascent 
of this mountain had been made by T. G. Longstaff and P. 
D. Baird.3 However, during my tour of the peaks lying round 
this mountain I made a sketch map of the S.W. part of the island. 

Instead I moved over to Holms Island, where the relatively 
unknown and interesting mountain world had also been observed 
during the British expedition, although the members had only 
the opportunity of ascending Wilcox Head, the westernmost part 
of Holms Island. Together with the Greenlander, Ludvig 
Eliassen, I was landed with my equipment at about the middle 
of the N. coast at the opening of a valley running transversely 
across the island and used as a sledge-road during the winter. 
It was said to contain a couple of lakes. When we reconnoitred 
it on August 13, it proved that there were three, two running to 
theN., and one towards the S. At the point between the two 
more northerly lakes, we went up the mountain lying to the W. 
of them. It was in that direction that I thought I had seen the 
highest peak, but we did not know where it was. At 16.oo we 
reached the top of this mountain, which was 8oo m. in height. 
All around us the peaks were higher, and we had' accordingly 
gone wrong ; but we gained instead all the requisite information 
~s to the height of the mountain-tops in that district and the 
routes to their summits. 

From that peak we had a view to the S. over Inugsulik Fjord 
and Baffin Bay, which is among the most beautiful I have ever 
seen. My thoughts have often returned to this view, and even in 
memory I have been delighted by its rare enchantment. It was 
the third view in Greenland which surpassed everything else in 
the way of natural grandeur that I had seen in that country. We 
stopped at the top for over an hour and then started on a steep 
descent to,vards the S.W. to a moraine ridge, which at a height 

3 A.J. 47. 5 I-3· 
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Photo, H. X. Palli11.] 

QUILERTINGUIT (1968 M.) SEEN FROM THE £. SLOPE OF THE HIGHEST PEAK OF 
THE NUGSSUAQ (1) PENINSULA, LOOKING VV. 

Photo, H . . V. Palli11 .] 

THE U MANAK ISLAND AS SEEN FROM THE ' EVENING TERRACE ' ON THE 
NuGSSUAQ (r) PENINSULA, LOOKING N. 
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Photo, H. N. Pallin.l -
VIE\V OF THE lV!ELVILLE BAY AND THE INLAND ICE FROM CAPE SEDDON, 

LOOKING N. 

Photo, H. N. Pal/in.] 

IN THE MouNTAINs OF l{AERsonssuAK (SANDERSON's 1-loPE), LOOKING E. IN 
THE DIRECTION OF THE ' BLACK 1-IOLLOW.' 
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Photo, H. N. Pallin.] 

THE DIETRICHSEN GLACIER DESCENDING BETWEEN NUNATAKS FROlVI THE ICE
CAP AT CAPE SEDDON. 

Pltoto, H. N. Pallin.] 

THE EDGE OF THE DIETRICHSEN GLACIER IN 1\I.IELVILLE BAY AT CAPE 
SEDDON. 



Photo, H. N . Pa!lin.] 

LAKE DISTRICT IN THE INTERIOR OF THE NUGSSUAQ (2) PENINSULA, LOOKING 
W. FROM THE HIGHEST PEAK. 
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Photo, H. N. Pa/lin.] 

THE HIGHEST PEAK OF THE CAPE SEDDON LAND, MELVILLE BAY, LOOKING E. 

[To face p. 201. 



MOUNTAINS AND GLACIERS IN WEST GREENLAND 201 

of about soo m. united the peak we had ascended and the expanse 
of fjeld lying in the W. on which the highest peak must lie. I 
had not been able to determine which of the peaks there was the 
highest, however, and therefore the only thing left to do \vas to 
ascend them all. From the moraine ridge we first went up the 
nearest peak to theW., which was the most southerly of the peaks 
in the new ridge on which we had now arrived. It was just 
rooo m. in height. We arrived there at zo.oo and found a cold 
wind blowing . 
. To get farther to the N·. on the new ridge, we were obliged to 

cross a summit glacier which had a number of broad crevasses 
sometimes covered with snow. It took us half an hour to get 
over it. On the other side of it we then ascended all the peaks 
in the ridge. They rose but inappreciably above the crest and 
were all of about the same height. The centre one was, however, 
the highest 1050 m. It was also the highest in the whole of 
Holms Island and higher than Wandels Land, which was seen 
in the continuation of the island to the E. On Holms Island 
there are a dozen relatively high peaks, all of which are of about 
the same height. Apart from the peaks we ascended on the ridge, 
one, probably amongst the highest, lies near the western end of 
the island. The northernmost, and thus not the highest, peak on 
this ridge, the whole length of which we had climbed, is the one 
seen nearest from the N. side of Holms Island.· From this peak 
we returned straight to the camp, but for that purpose we had 
to cross yet another ·glacier immediately above its outflow into 
the main glacier, which fills the valley between the two fjeld 
ridges we had ascended that day. .We then followed the edge of 
this glacier as far as its tongue, after which we continued across the 
marshy ground below it to the camp, which we reached at 03.00. 

Thus we had already during our first 24 hours on the island 
accomplished our object and ascended five peaks, three of them 
the highest on Holms Island, and also cleared up in detail the 
geography of the transverse valley. Therefore when, on the very 
next afternoon, after an easy idle day excavating the structure 
ground, we were suddenly fetched by the motor-boat, I took it 
fairly calmly, although I should very much have liked to ascend 
still another couple of peaks to extend my investigations to the 
E., because Holms Island is on the whole a very interesting 
country from many points of view. 

My following ascents were less interesting. I made them at 
Nugssuaq (z). Here also I wished to ascend the hjghest peak, 
and therefore landed with a Greenlander on the S. side of the 
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island at the opening of the broad and relatively shallow valley 
which, on this peninsula also, is used as a sledge-road in winter. 
There was said to be a lake here also, but there were really four, 
lying crosswise at the mouths of two side valleys running in from 
opposite directions. As the inner part of the mainland in these 
districts is usually only visited during sledge journeys in the 
winter, the existence of many lakes often remains unknown. 

On August 16 v;e followed the eastern of these side valleys, 
which after some kilometres emerged on the S. coast, and thence 
found our way up the mountain we judged to be the highest on 
Nugssuaq (2). We proved to be correct. On the peak, which 
was goo m. in height, rose a newly erected topographical cairn. 
To be able to set foot on a peak without a cairn, we continued for 
a couple of kilometres along the flat mountain plateau to another 
peak, which was about 30 m. lower, and· there we erected a cairn 
of our own before returning to the camp. These ascents pre
sented no especial interest from a climbing point of view. On 
the other hand, the broad flat plain at the level of a pass in the 
main valley was a particularly fertile place for observations on 
the polygonal markings found extensively here, and to which 
I devoted the greater part of my time at this place. 

Later during my journey to Greenland I had one more 
opportunity only of making a climbing excursion, namely, an 
ascent on the inland ice in the Qaumarujukfjorden. On this 
trip, made from M/V Disko on August 31, the nunatak Scheideck 
(972 m.), known from the Wegener expedition in 1929- 31, \vas 
ascended, and from it a winter-house 2 km. away erected on the 
inland ice by vVegener in 1930 was also visited . The ascent was 
very easy and simple over the lower part of the Qaumarujuk 
Glacier, and then close by the northern lateral moraine, where 
a good track built by the Germans still remains. Where this 
comes to an end one walks on the inland ice. The winter-house 
was in relatively good condition and all the windo\vs were whole, 
but it lay like a stone on a glacier table supported in the centre 
only by a pillar of ice, which had penetrated into the middle 
room, destroying the floor there. The house will probably there
fore blow down fairly soon. On the shore of the fjord there still 
stands a house of the same date in a very dilapidated condition. 
The trip can be recommended to those who wish to make a hasty 
and easy acquaintance with the inland ice, while the route can be 
used also for climbing expeditions in the mountains of the Alfred 
Wegener Peninsula. 

The panoramas will be found facing p. 296. 
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